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Lucas Kelley is a graduate student at Virginia Tech, where he will receive his M.A. in 

history in May 2015. A native of Walland, Tennessee, he graduated from Centre College 

in 2013, and his undergraduate thesis, entitled “A Divided State in a Divided Nation: An 

Exploration of East Tennessee’s Support of the Union in the Secession Crisis of 1860-

1861,” appeared in volume 84 of The Journal of East Tennessee History. His research 

interests broadly encompass the antebellum and Civil War South, with specific emphasis 

on race, class, and citizenship. After Virginia Tech, he hopes to continue his study of 

nineteenth-century U.S. history in a PhD program. 

 

 

  


